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Why are the AHSNs focusing on AF?

Expected prevalence of AF in England  

1.4 Million
GP registered population with AF in England 2016/17

983,300
Estimated GP registered population with undiagnosed AF in England 2016/17

422,600
GP registered high risk AF patients not anticoagulated 

177,800
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AHSN Network AF national targets 2018 - 2020:

ÅReduce the incidence of stroke in people with 
known AF by 4,000 and save 1,000 lives 

ÅAdd an additional 134,000 people to the AF 
register to achieve 85% of expected prevalence

ÅTreat 100,000 more people with AF with 
anticoagulant therapy , increasing the 
proportion treated from 81% to 84% 

ÅDeliver savings of over £84million for the NHS 
and over £100million for social care
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AF Business Case Generator:
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Å Working in partnership to address the opportunities

Å Sharing the programmes that work for you
ï Local and national

ï Established or innovative

Å On your local or regional footprint
ï GP practice

ï CCG

ï STP

ï AHSN

ï ACS  

Å Supporting the building of a business case
http://imperialcollegehealthpartners.com/our-work/medicines-optimisation/atrial-fibrillation/business-case-model/

http://imperialcollegehealthpartners.com/our-work/medicines-optimisation/atrial-fibrillation/business-case-model/
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Stages of an AF pathway, and 
opportunities for improvement  
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Case finding Diagnosis
Therapy

Treatment
Long-term 

management

DETECT PROTECT PERFECT

Local Engagement

ENGAGE

BEHAVIOUR & CULTURAL CHANGE MANAGEMENT

AF Business case 
model (ICHP)

Diabetes Pulse 
checks (NENC)

GP-upskilling / Clinical template and 
algoithm(East Midlands)

Jack video (Wessex)

Virtual clinics (HIN)

Pan-London AF toolkit

AF landscape tool 
(Greater Manchester)

AF Awareness 
campaign top tips 
(Innovation Agency)

5ƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ anticoagulate(West of England)

AF Cardex(NENC)

AF Quality 
Standards and 
Dashboard (UCLP)

Pop-up AF educational events (ICHP)

AF Stroke Prevention Pathway
AHSN Best Practice 
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ÅCharacterised by an irregularity in 
pulse rhythm

Pulse Palpation

ÅSimple screening technique for AF

ÅSensitivity 92% and specificity 82%

ÅNot always routinely performed in 
clinical practice

AF detection1

Taggar JS et al. European Journal of Preventive 

Cardiology 2016;23(12):1330-1338.

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/health/news/6573396/Warnings-over-stroke-condition.html&bvm=bv.135258522,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNG-eTGoHBmcCzsQnfwCuuXiV_SR6Q&ust=1476153919714578
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ÅPlethora of new and emerging devices 

ï35 to date, and counting!

ÅCan enhance detection of AF in community 
settings

ÅBetter sensitivity and specificity than pulse 
palpation

Å/ŀƴ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ƻŦ ΨǳƴƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅΩ мн-lead 
ECGs

ÅQuick and easy to use

ÅAffordable ςfrom £80+ per device

Devices to detect AF1

1. Health Innovation Network. Single time point case finding for Atrial Fibrillation: A review of methods of delivery and devices. 
Available at: http://www.londonscn.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/hin-single-time-point-case-finding-af-methods-

devices-062017.pdf.  Accessed March 2018. 

http://www.londonscn.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/hin-single-time-point-case-finding-af-methods-devices-062017.pdf
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AF Detection Device Project 

6,000 AF detection devices distributed 
nationally

Opportunistic case finding in a range of 
community and healthcare settings

AF programme team have produced guidance 
on distribution, information governance and 
integration into local care pathways

Online registration form provides centralised
data collection

Project evaluation due to publish late 2019

National roll out of Unique project aims to 
understand the best approaches to the spread 
and adoption of this technology
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Mobile devices ςWhere?
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ÅGP practices

ÅCommunity pharmacy

ÅCommunity and district nursing

ÅNursing homes

ÅUrgent care centres

ÅMental health services

ÅPodiatry

ÅOut patient clinics

ÅOptometry

ÅCƛǊŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ Ψ{ŀŦŜ ŀƴŘ ²ŜƭƭΩ /ƘŜŎƪǎ



81.7% patients with 
AF and at risk of 
stroke are now 

anticoagulated in 
England
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