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Points To Note 

• Membership of BHRS is a requirement for entry 

• Exam only runs 1 x per year 

• Certification will be valid for 10 years 
– After which the examination will need to be re-taken (you must 

remain a member of BHRS) 

• There will be a requirement for continuing professional 
development (CPD) 

• Certification is recognised for 30 credits at masters level 
via Teesside University 

• Look at the website 
– WWW.BHRS.Com/certification 

– There is a updated word doc. On the website that covers most of the 
FAQs in terms of the exam and the logbook  

 

 

http://WWW.BHRS.Com/certification


Exam Format 

Core Paper 

Devices  

EP 

Clinical 

There are 60 core 
questions (section 1) 

which you must answer 

The examination consists of 240 questions 
divided into 4 sections, of which you should 

answer 2 sections, that is, 120 questions 



Exam Format 

• There are 3 further sections each consisting of 

60 questions.   

– Section 2: Specialist questions relating to devices 

(PPM, ICDs, CRT).   

– Section 3: Specialist questions relating to EP 

– Section 4: In depth clinical questions aimed at 

specialist nurses 

 

You must only complete one of 

these sections 
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Myths: Core Paper 

Core Paper 

Device 
Questions 

General 

Anatomy / 
Physiology 

Examination 

Drugs 
Trials / Regulations 

Driving 
EP Questions 

40/60 questions are general device/EP questions 
Not a “Doctors” paper.  Highest median mark 



Exam Format 

• To pass the examination you will need to 

achieve satisfactory marks in both the core 

section and your chosen specialist section 

– All questions consist of a statement or question 

followed by five answers (A – E) 

– Only one of these answers is correct 

– There is no negative marking, so put an answer in for 

every question. 

• Sample questions on website 

– WWW.BHRS.com/certification 

 

http://www.bhrs.com/certification


Exam Format 

• You may use a basic calculator (non-
programmable), dividers, rulers and magnifying 
glass but not ECG rulers or any other devices 

 

• You will need to bring  a “soft” pencil (Hb or b) and 
an eraser 

 

• Any special requirements e.g. dyslexia  
• Tell us in advance 

 

• Mobile phones are not permitted 

Queries 
admin@bhrs.com 

mailto:admin@bhrs.com


Example Question: Clinical 

• 58-year-old male with ischaemic cardiomyopathy is 
referred for consideration of device therapy. His 
transthoracic echocardiogram confirms severe LV systolic 
dysfunction and his 12 lead ECG is reported as sinus rhythm 
with a QRS duration of 144ms. He is NYHA class I and has 
no documented ventricular tachyarrhythmias. Which of the 
following medications would provide him with prognostic 
(survival) benefit?  

 A. Amiodarone 
 B. Digoxin 
 C. Furosemide 
 D. Lisinopril 
 E. Verapamil  

 

www.bhrs.com/certification 
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Certification Committee 

Exam 

Logbooks 

HRC - Course 

Validation 

CPD 

Physiologists 

Cardiologists 

Nurses 

N=20 
Volunteers 
No financial reimbursement 
All done in own time / good will 

Queries 
admin@bhrs.com 
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Exam Fees 

• £180 to sit full exam* (previously £150) 

 

*If a candidate wants to sit a specialty paper, ie did device paper 2016 and wants to sit 
EP paper 2017, cost is 50% (currently £90) 



Exam 2017 

• Need to be a BHRS member to sit the exam 

• Friday 24th March 2017 

• Registration will open 12 noon 

– Exam running 

• 1pm-5pm (4 hrs), 2 invigilators 

• Leeds   Lee Graham 

• Belfast  Wilson McNair 

• London  Sue Jones 

 

 



Exam Facts 2015 

• 141 candidates registered  

– 15 were doctors and 4 nurses 

– > 120 physiologists 

– 125 candidates sat the core section with the vast 
majority passing.   

– The device paper remains the paper people find 
the hardest. 



Exam Marks 2015 

• The median mark is shown for each section for the 
exam.  Please note the Median mark IS NOT the pass 
mark. 

– Core                      63.3% 
– Device                  53.3% 
– EP                          61.7% 
– Clinical                  55.8% 

• All candidates who reach the required standard for the 
appropriate exam will pass however it has been and 
continues to be the decision/policy of BHRS council not 
to disclose the actual pass mark or to enter discussions 
with individual candidates about their 
marks/examination performance. 



Exam content 
Core Sub-Sections No. Questions 
1.1 Anatomy / Physiology / Clinical Assessment 8 
1.2 Arrhythmias – Diagnosis / ECGs 10 
1.3 Devices (Inc. clinical trials) 15 
1.4 Electrophysiology (Inc. clinical trials) 15 
1.5 Guidelines / DVLA / MHRA  6 
1.6 Pharmacology 6 

Devices Sub-Sections No. Questions 
2.1 Pacemaker biophysics & physiology 7 
2.2 Device indications & modes 10 
2.3 Pacemaker follow-up,  troubleshooting, CXR 15 
2.4 Cardiac Resynchronisation Therapy 10 
2.5 Implantable Cardioverter Defibrillators 10 
2.6 ECGs / Infection / Lead extraction / ILR 8 

Devices Sub-Sections No. Questions 
2.1 Pacemaker biophysics & physiology 7 
2.2 Device indications & modes 10 
2.3 Pacemaker follow-up,  troubleshooting, CXR 15 
2.4 Cardiac Resynchronisation Therapy 10 
2.5 Implantable Cardioverter Defibrillators 10 
2.6 ECGs / Infection / Lead extraction / ILR 8 

Devices Sub-Sections No. Questions 
2.1 Pacemaker biophysics & physiology 7 
2.2 Device indications & modes 10 
2.3 Pacemaker follow-up,  troubleshooting, CXR 15 
2.4 Cardiac Resynchronisation Therapy 10 
2.5 Implantable Cardioverter Defibrillators 10 
2.6 ECGs / Infection / Lead extraction / ILR 8 



Good Luck 

admin@bhrs.com 
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